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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicants arguments filed 2/20/06 have been fully considered but they are not 

persuasive. Applicant's first argument that Inaba does not teach snapping the cluster 

housing into the IP opening is moot in view of new grounds of rejection. Applicant's 

second argument regarding claims 1 and 10 is that Inaba does not allow for electrical 

connections at the rear of the cluster housing before final positioning and securing 

within the IP opening, examiner respectfully disagrees. Once the mounting pin is in the 

retainer the housing still has the ability to rotate, furthermore fig. 5 shows an electrical 

connection is made before the final positioning and securing is complete. Applicant's 

final argument is that the Inaba discloses the need for a support channel being located 

at the rear of the IP retainer opening and this requires that the IP opening have a 

bottom surface to located said support channel within whereas the applicants' claimed 

« 

invention does not require this critical element. Examiner whishes to point out that there 
is no limitation in the claimed invention that excludes this feature and thus the argument 
is improper. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Inaba in view of Siedlik (US Patent 591 0029). 

With respect to claim 1, Inaba teaches a snap-in cluster attachment (Fig. 1) for 
attaching the lower edge of a cluster housing to and aligning said cluster housing within 
an IP retainer, and allowing connections to the rear of the cluster housing before final 
positioning and attachment within said IP retainer, by connecting the at least one 
mounting pin on the lower edge of the cluster hosing into place in the corresponding at 
least one IP retainer opening having mounting pin retaining members located therein 
comprising: a) at least one attachment member (Fig. 1, element 23) fixedly attached to 
the lower edge of the cluster housing (Fig.1, element 20), said attachment member 
comprising a body having two ends (Fig. 2, element 23 the bottom and the top) and two 
sides (Fig.2, element 23 the sides that lead up to the bottom of the housing) wherein 
one end is attached to the lower edge of the cluster housing and the other end 
terminates in a mounting pin (Fig.1, element 23) oriented perpendicular to the sides of 
the attachment member; and b) at least one corresponding opening (fig. 3, opening 
element 16) in the IP retainer having mounting pin retaining members (Fig. 3, elements 
16 vertical side walls) disposed therein for receiving, aligning and holding the mounting 
pin of the at least one attachment member. Inaba does not teach that at least one of 
said retaining members being positioned in opposition to the rest of said retaining 
members and that the mounting pins are snapped onto the lower edge of the cluster 
housing into place in the corresponding retainer having mounting pin retainer clips. 
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Siedlik teaches mounting pins (Fig. 6, elements 44) and retaining clips (Fig. 6, elements 
112), wherein at least one of the retaining clips (Fig. 6, element 54) is positioned in 
opposition to the rest of said retaining clips are snapped onto mounting pin retainer 
clips. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to replace the mounting pin retainer members, taught by Inaba, with the 
mounting pin retainer mounting members, taught by Siedlik, for the purpose of easily 
attaching and securing the cluster housing to the IP retainer with the added feature that 
once the cluster housing is connected to the IP retainer if you let go/drop the cluster 
housing it stays connected reducing the chance of breaking. 

With respect to claim 2 and with all the limitations of claim 1 , Inaba teaches that 
said snap-in cluster attachments allow the cluster housing to be rolled upward (Figs. 
.3,4,5 and 6) for fixedly attaching the cluster housing by its top edge to the IP retainer. 

With respect to claim 3 and with all the limitations of claim 1, Inaba teaches that 
said at least one attachment member and at least one corresponding opening 
comprises 2 or more attachment members and 2 or more corresponding openings 
(Fig. 2, elements 23 and corresponding openings 16). 

With respect to claim 4 and with all the limitations of claim 1, Inaba teaches said 
attachment members are molded as an integral part (Fig.1) of the cluster housing. 

With respect to claim 5 and with all the limitations of claim 1 , Inaba teaches said 
openings in the IP retainer having mounting pin retaining members disposed therein are 
molded as an integral part (Fig. 1) of said IP retainer. 
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With respect to claim 10 Inaba teaches a snap-in cluster attachment for attaching 
the lower edge of an instrument cluster housing to and aligning said cluster housing with 
in, an IP retainer, and allowing connections to the rear of the cluster housing before final 
positioning and attachment within said IP Retainer, by connecting the at least one 
mounting pin on the lower edge of the cluster housing into place in the corresponding at 
least one IP retainer opening having mounting pin retaining members located therein 
comprising: a) at least one attachment member (Fig. 1 , element 23) fixedly attached to 
the lower edge of the instrument cluster housing (Fig.1, element 20), said attachment 
member comprising a body having two ends (Fig. 2, element 23 the bottom and the top) 
and two sides (Fig.2, element 23 the sides that lead up to the bottom of the housing) 
wherein one end is attached to the lower edge of the instrument cluster housing and the 
other end terminates in a mounting pin (Fig.1, element 23) oriented perpendicular to the 
sides of the attachment member; and b) at least one corresponding opening (fig. 3, 
opening element 16) in the IP retainer having mounting pin retaining members (Fig. 3, 
elements 16 vertical side walls) disposed therein for receiving, aligning and holding the 
mounting pin of the at least one attachment member; thereby providing for attaching 
the instrument cluster housing lower edge to the IP retainer by snapping the at least one 
mounting pin on the lower edge of the instrument cluster housing into place in the 
corresponding at least one IP retainer opening having mounting pin retaining members 
located therein. Inaba does not teach that at least one of said retaining members being 
positioned in opposition to the rest of said retaining members and that the mounting 
pins are snapped onto the lower edge of the cluster housing into place in the 
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corresponding retainer having mounting pin retainer clips. Siedlik teaches mounting 
pins (Fig. 6, elements 44) and retaining clips (Fig. 6, elements 112), wherein at least 
one of the retaining clips (Fig. 6, element 54) is positioned in opposition to the rest of 
said retaining clips are snapped onto mounting pin retainer clips. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to replace the 
mounting pin retainer members, taught by Inaba, with the mounting pin retainer 
mounting members, taught by Siedlik, for the purpose of easily attaching and securing 
the cluster housing to the IP retainer with the added feature that once the cluster 
housing is connected to the IP retainer if you let go/drop the cluster housing it stays 
connected reducing the chance of breaking. 

With respect to claim 1 1 and with all the limitations of claim 10, Inaba teaches 
that said snap-in cluster attachments allow the instrument cluster housing to be rolled 
upward (Figs. 3,4,5 and 6) for fixedly attaching the instrument cluster housing by its top 
edge to the IP retainer. 

With respect to claim 12 and with all the limitations of claim 10, Inaba teaches 
that said at least one attachment member and at least one corresponding opening 
comprises 2 or more attachment members and 2 or more corresponding openings 
(Fig. 2, elements 23 and corresponding openings 16). 

With respect to claim 13 and with all the limitations of claim 10, Inaba teaches 
said attachment members are molded as an integral part (Fig.1) of the instrument 
cluster housing. 
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With respect to claim 14 and with all the limitations of claim 10, Inaba teaches 
said openings in the IP retainer having mounting pin retaining members disposed 
therein are molded as an integral part (Fig. 1) of said IP retainer. 

With respect to claims 6,7 and 15,16 with all the limitations of claims 1 and 10 
respectively, Inaba teaches all of the limitations of the claims including the mounting pin 
members and the pin retaining members but does not teach the specific dimensions of 
the mounting pin and pin retaining members. Hinge like mounting pins and retaining 
members are well known in the art, the diameter size of the mounting pin and the wall 
thickness of the retaining members range in values from very small to very large 
depending on their particular use, in fact look at a pair of glasses, a door, and a jewelry 
box and you will see a variety of sizes. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to make the diameter of the mounting pin and 
the wall thickness of the retaining member any size, including making the diameter of 
the mounting pin between 2.0mm and 10.0mm and making the wall thickness of the 
mounting pin retaining member between 1.0mm and 5.0mm, in order to fulfill particular 
design needs depending on the specifics of the structure. Furthermore it has been held 
that where the general conditions of a claim are disclosed in the prior art, discovering 
the optimum or workable ranges involves only routine skill in the art. In re Alter, 105 
USPQ 233. 

With respect to claims 8,9 and 17,18 with all limitations of claims 1 and 10 
respectively, Inaba teaches all of the limitations of the claims including a cluster 
housing, attachment member, IP retainer and mounting pin retaining member but does 
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not teach the particular material used to make these elements. There are many known 
materials used to make cluster housings and attachment members as well as IP 
retainers and mounting pin retaining members, materials such as various metals and 
plastics have long been known to be used in the art and particular material choices are 
made depending on the needed properties for the specific conditions of use. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to make 
the cluster housing, attachment member, IP retainer and mounting pin retaining 
member, taught by Inaba, of any appropriate material including making the cluster 
housing and attachment member of styrene and the IP retainer and mounting pin 
retainer element in order to meet specific needed properties. Furthermore it has been 
held that to be within the general skill of a worker in the art tot select a known material 
on the basis of its suitability for the intended use as a matter of obvious design choice. 
In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ivan H. Carpio whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8396. The examiner can normally be reached on M-R 6:00am - 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kammie Cuneo can be reached on 571-272-1957. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). /) 
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